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Present position: 
Cargill Endowed Chair of Energy Economics 
Director, Biobased Industry Center, and 
Professor, Department of Economics, Iowa State University. 
 
Past Positions: 
1998-2011: Director, Center for Agricultural and Rural Development, Iowa State 
University 
1993-1998: Associate Professor, Department of Economics, Iowa State University. 
1990-1993: Assistant Professor, Department of Economics, Iowa State University. 
1987-1990: Assistant Professor and Extension Specialist, North Carolina State 
University.  
1982-1983: Research Associate, Department of Agricultural Economics, Texas A&M 
University. 
 
Education: 
Ph.D.  Agricultural and Resource Economics, University of California at Berkeley, 1987. 
M.S.   Agricultural Economics, University of California at Davis, 1981. 
B.S.    Economics of Resource Use, University of California at Davis, 1980 
 
Major Fields of Interest: 
Agricultural markets, agricultural policy and insurance, marketing and production 
decisions under risk. 
 
Teaching Experience: 
Graduate courses in production economics and agricultural policy, undergraduate courses 
in principles of economics, agribusiness management, and agricultural policy. 
 
Memberships: 
American Agricultural Economics Association, Western Agricultural Economics 
Association 
 
Honors and Awards: 
AARES Quality of Communication Award for Shifting Patterns of Agricultural 

Production and Productivity Worldwide. 
AAEA Quality of Research Discovery for “Environmental and Distributional Impacts of 

Conservation Targeting Strategies,” 2002. 



WAEA Outstanding JARE Article for “Bt Corn and Insect Resistance: An Economic 
Assessment of Refuges,” 2002. 

USDA Secretary of Agriculture Award for outstanding accomplishments in the areas of 
agricultural public policy research and formulation, 2002.  

AAEA Distinguished Extension Program – Group for “Managing Risk and Profits,” 
2000. 

Farm Foundation’s Outstanding Public Issues Education Program Award for Iowa’s Pork 
Industry – Dollars and Scents, 1998. 

AAEA Outstanding Dissertation (honorable mention) for The Value of Weather 
Information in Agriculture, 1987. 

Listed in the 4th Edition of Who’s Who in Economics as one of the most cited economists 
for work published from 1990 to 2000.  

 
National Panels: 
FIFRA Scientific Advisory Panel, Environmental Protection Agency. “Projecting 

Domestic per-Crop-Treated with Pesticides for Dietary Assessment.” 2002. 
 
Graduate Students Supervised: 

 
Tian Yu PhD 2011 
Ofir Rubin Ph.D. 2010 
Lihong McPhail Ph.D. 2010 
Li Zhang Ph.D. 2008 
Nick Paulson Ph.D. 2007 
Wen Shi, M.S. 2007 
Miguel Carriquiry Ph.D ISU 2004  
Silvia Secchi Ph.D. ISU 2002 
Paul Mitchell, Ph.D ISU 1999 
Charles Nicholson Ph.D ISU 1996 
Marko Svetina M.S. ISU 2003 
Andrea Stoppa  M.S. ISU 1997 

 


